Sport New Brunswick pleased with PM Harper’s $500 million announcement

Sport New Brunswick was encouraged by the Prime Minister’s announcement that $500 million dollars will be allocated for infrastructure for sport and recreation facilities across Canada.
The Prime Minister made the announcement in Miramichi, acknowledging that “Hockey arenas and other facilities like this are vital social and athletic hubs of our communities.”

Executive Director for Sport New Brunswick Jason Dickson was encouraged by the announcement, “Anytime there is funding allocated for sport, it is a step in the right direction.  It’s a proven fact that investing in sport leads to healthier, happier Canadians which in turn reduces long term health care costs.  Considering our current economic situation, this is a smart investment by our federal government.”
Municipalities, counties, First Nations, community organizations and not-for-profit groups can apply for the funding.  The federal government will fund up to 50 per cent of the cost of the work, with the remainder coming from other levels of government, community organizations and the private sector. 

The New Brunswick Sport Plan released by Sport New Brunswick in October of 2008 addressed several areas that needed increased funding and improvement; with infrastructure being one of them.  Others included the need for greater participation, accessibility to sport and recreation facilities, better human resources, and better results from more New Brunswick athletes, coaches, and officials.
Dickson added, “Increased funding for infrastructure is only part of the equation.  We desperately need increased funding from our provincial government for more sport programs and better sport programs.  With a return on investment of $3.00 for every $1.00 invested in sport, as well as the many social benefits that come with this investment, New Brunswick cannot afford to under fund sport.”
The New Brunswick Budget will be released in March.
The New Brunswick Sport Plan can be viewed at www.sportnb.com 
